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First issue of GB postcards 1 October 1870 in two sizes
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Originally planned size 43%" x 3%" Subsequently added size 4%" x 2%"

Smaller size became standard postcard size
(larger size discontinued after first printing)



Small format PO cards were available in uncut sheets of 42

e Easier for customers to
print what they needed
on the reverse

* Option widely used by
businesses and others
for advertising etc

* Not however popular
with stationery trade!

Digital reconstruction of a sheet of cards



Committee of Wholesale and Retail
Stationers Memorial to PMG, 1871

Main complaints

* PO selling any postal stationery was unfair
competition with stationery trade

* Postcards “infinitely worse” as the card itself
was “given away” (i.e. sold at face value)

Proposed remedies

* PO should cease selling all postal stationery
* Failing that, at least ask more than cost price

e %d STO dies should be made available for
stamping private postcards

The last two points were agreed on




.d embossed die for STO work

* Smaller size (c.f. contemporary 2d adhesive stamps)

* Colour trials submitted to PO 27 February 1872,
pink chosen

* Purple of letterpress PO cards “very expensive” and
“not found to work well in the embossing machines”

* But embossed die could only stamp single cards ...

So why not use letterpress?

e STO work was handled in Somerset House by the
Stamp Office ...

... which then had limited letterpress capability ...

Proof on thick paper in issued colour of pink
(purpose unclear, may be working-up strike)

... SO embossing unfortunately only viable option



No. 16.

Private Post Cards,

ON and after the 17th instant, Private Cards may be taken to the Office
of Inland Revenue to be impressed with a Halfpenny Stamp, under
conditions which may be learned on application at that Office;: and, when
thus impressed, but not otherwise (for adhesive Stamps will not be
accepted in payment of the postage), they may be transmitted through
the post between places in the United Kingdom under the following
regulations :--

1. The words “Post Card” and ‘‘The address only to be written on
“this side” must be printed on the front of the Cards, as in the
case of the Official Post Card,—the Royal Arms being omitted;
but there must be nothing else (the address excepted) printed,
written, or otherwise impressed upon the face of the Cards.

2. Nothing whatever may be attached to the Cards.

3. The Cards must not be folded, nor may they be cut or in any way
altered after they have been impressed with the Halfpenny
Stamp at the Office of Inland Revenue.

4. On the back of the Cards any communication, whether of the
nature of a letter or otherwise, may be written or printed: but
such communication must not extend to the front side.

Private Cards will not be supplied to Postmasters for sale to
the Public.

It must be distinctly understood. that no Cards, except those which
arc impressed with a Halfpenny Stamp at the Office of Inland Revenue,
can pass through the Post for a postage of a halfpenny, if they have
anything of the nature of a letter written upon them. There seems to be
much misapprehension upon this point.

By Command of the Postmnaster-General,

GENERAL POST OFFICE,
10th June, 1872,

Stamping to order for cards was
introduced 17 June 1872 ...

In compliance with the urgent solicitations of the Committee private post
of Wholesale and Retail Stationers of the United Kingdom, cards
permission was given, under certain restrictions, for private
cards, impressed with a halfpenny stamp at the Office of Inland
Revenue and serving as letters, to pass through the post like

t cards issued by Government. But of this concession little

use has been made.
Report of the Postmaster General for the year 1872, p7

... to an underwhelming response



POST CARD. g Early STO cards

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN
ON THIS SIDE.

\ e STO cards had to be same dimensions as
s the PO issue cards (4%" x 27%")

* Could use thicker stock — between 1/,,,"
(PO cards) and */¢," (as telegraph cards)

e Used examples of STO cards uncommon
before ¢.1880

POST CARD. im0 Why the limited use?

The Address only to be written on this sideyly e ' | \

* PO card sheets likely more convenient if
high quality card stock not needed

* Even this factor less important after PO
introduced thicker, better quality “stout”
cards (1875, in sheets from March 1877)




Rules said nothing but “POST CARD” and an address instruction to be
printed on front: typeface, formatting, and colour at user’s discretion

POST CARBD. ~ POST CARD,
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. : The A0dress onlp to be A@vitten on this Sive.
POST CARD. = POST CARD
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN QN THIS SIDE. THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN CN THIS SIDE.

POST CARD,. P()f)[ Card

THE ADDRESS ONLY T0 BE (The addrefs only to be awritten on this jfide.]
WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.
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Some people just couldn’t help getting creative ...
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.. although sometimes for philatelic reasons

(this card produced for Stanley Gibbons)




Rules also said “the Royal Arms being omitted” — but that
didn’t stop the Chiswick Press (of Cook’s Court, Chancery Lane)

[The addrefs only to be written on this fide
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Plain back card as sold by stationers Used card printed on back for
Pulsometer Engineering Company

Acceptance of these cards for stamping (in error, presumably)
set a precedent for use of Arms on STO cards



Use of Royal Arms

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE

Once precedent was set,
others then included the
Royal Arms in much less
elaborate formats

posT ABAR CARD POST £O8 CARD
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An unusual alternative to the use of the Royal Arms ...
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.. the Arms of the City of London

City Press founded 1857 by W.H.Collingridge to provide a newspaper for the
City of London. Card hence likely for their specific use, possibly self printed?




Use of the Royal Arms was not always accepted

POSA CARD.

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

My. FOHN NOBLE,

MANUFACTURER,

MANCHESTER.

Arms removed from centre of
forme leaving gap between words
“POST CARD”
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Arms printed but
then obliterated
by overprint

[Image courtesy Alan Huggins]



No printing to be in the “stamp space” on either side of the card

B Bose.
]
GRANT'S MORELLA CHERRY BRANDY.
ONE QUALITY ONLY. THE SAME PRECISELY AS
Supplied to Her Majesty THE QUEEN at all the Royal Palaces,
: And to the Nobility and Gentry throughout the Kingdom and Colonies,
- is offered at 42/- per dozen Case ¢t cash, packages included. Sent direct

1,1-«)mv the Distillery, carriage free to any part of England, o2 pre-payment

by _(,//:'r/m’ or Post ()_,//14‘5'();112';' to THoMAs GRrANT, The Distillery,

Maidstone, or may be obtained through any Wine Merchant.

/ GRANT’S MORELLA CHERRY BRANDY is universally acknow- o
ledged to be the most attractive, delicious and wholesome liqueur of the present day. :
Whether for. Hunting, SpQI't/llg, Garden Parties, Excursions, or for luncheons and hAM B ETH
general use in place of wine, as a summer beverage with soda-water, or in winter . et
mulled ; in any and all cases it is a luxury not surpassed. R 2 S
Its strengthening and Testorative properties, as a valuable tonic in temporary or : ; i ﬁ}\
chromc weakness, cxhqu%mn, lassitude, or depression, have long been thoroughly &
established and (L].)pl‘&:'c‘lzllcd by the Medical Profession. Copies of Testimonials from
the LoxNDoN and St. THOMAS’S Hospitals sent on application.
OBSERVE !—One dozen is the smallest quantity supplied direct. 2 = Y s
Lre-payment from strangers is indispensable. ® | S N iy

| CM |73

’

Pulited o he 5. vy ot oo, s pice “At the right upper corner of the
& 4 s . iy e .
Ehe Stamp Golloctor's Magazine, face of the card a space measuring
Plindees s s ibiat ikl Lrel Doy 15 | 1 % I nc h es frO m th e tO p e dg eo f the

ORGAN OF COLLECTORS. It contains the latest and most accurate
intelligence respecting new and rare Stamps ; articles from the pens of the

o oA ' card and 1 inch from the side must

ANNUAL SuBscRIPTION: Four SHiLLINGS, PosT FREE;
To the Colonies and all Foreign Countries the Annual Subscription is Five

ALFRED SMITH & CO0., .N:“jjbéw”ﬁ’:“ﬁ be left for the Stamp} and th is

EVERY PURCHASER IS ENTITLED TO RECEIVE, GRATIS,

J:nfrcig“ tsmmp WITH EACH NUMBER AN UNUSED FOREIGN ORCOLONIAL
mporiers, POSTAGE STAMP. /
A space must be free from print on

6, BATH STREET, The Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth

i il bl g the face and the underside”

May also be had of the Publishers; price 6s. 64. each, post free;
abroad, 7s. 6d.




No printing in “stamp space”, even on reverse of card?

LONDON & NORTH WESTERN KAILWAY, :

GOODS DEPARTMENT, %

\

Broad St. Station, E.C., 78 188

.... WORKS.

188

Order | ‘Rolled
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REMARKS.

To morrow in

Inspector.

Works.

__ Reference

In yonurrenly £
1 ‘

quote this reference,

Sur,

" toyour lester.
»
)

Your obedient Servant,
G. HITCHENS.

e FHCNEI N PO R,
METALLIC BEDSTEAD AND SAFE MANUFACTURER,

M1 STREET, ANCOATS,

Aanchester,

Per " Globe Parcel Express,” this day, Carriade Puaid,

I send my new Pattern Book of BRASS and IRON BEDSTEADS
with Price Lists therein.,

Showld it not arrive in dwe couwrse,

kindly let me know at once, and oblige.

This regulation seems to have frequently been ignored ...




Irregular use of printed border by firm of printers and publishers
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Clearly meant to mimic the format
(but not colour!) of official cards
as closely as possible. Likely these
cards were printed by the user for
their specific use?



Irregular perforated cards for Lord Kinnaird’s Appeal

POST CARD.
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in answer to his appeal
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1880 and 1885
Receipt Cards

Perforated left side,
presumably had tab
attached originally to
record the donation

Guilloche loops over
join often done with
tabbed receipts

Lord Kinnaird: Scottish banker,
politician and philanthropist.
Raised funds for Lock Hospital
and Asylum — possibly reason
for preparation of these cards

POST CARD.
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Oversize Card with Tear-Off Tab for Dublin Collector General

OiA
* For paying Dublin rates, 1883 694
* Size approximately 4%" x 34" as
compared to normal 4%" x 27"
* Individually numbered, appears Tab missing, appears torn off

to have had corresponding tab not rouletted?



FOsl CARD
R el L el

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. // ROV g
/

NS
4% ST
TR, |

Plain back card as sold by stationers, used for
private message 1882

Competition from private STO cards

* Initially no charge made for stamping cards

e Stationers able to undercut price of PO cards
or offer better quality card for higher price

e January 1883: stamping fee of 1s per 1000

* August 1883: stationers forbidden to charge
more than PO prices for STO cards

 September 1883: PO servants only allowed to
sell PO cards, not STO cards

e January 1884: fee raised to 1s 6d per 1000

e January 1884: licensed vendors forbidden to
purchase stock of cards from private makers

 March 1884: Somerset House finally switch to
letterpress printing in sheets for STO cards



Letterpress STO cards from March 1884
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* Firm ruling made that Royal
Arms could not be included

* Printing formes thus left a gap

where Arms would have been LLOYD'S BANK LIMITED,

 However, Royal Arms allowed
again from 1 November 1888




Differences introduced to distinguish between PO and STO cards

PO Cards

e Chain on unicorn’s
collar on coat of arms

POST %@5 CARD

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

THE HONORARY SECRETARY,

South London Medical Aid Institute, - i FU” StOp after ”SIDE”
. *
300, WATERLOO ROAD, S l D E [72d can be Die |, I, 1] ( )]
3
SoB

STO Cards

* No chain on unicorn’s
collar on coat of arms

* No full stop after “SIDE”
[%5d is Die | only ()]

The Secretary,

THE LONDON AND PARIS EXCHANGE, LTD.,

24, Throgmorton Street,

LONDON, E.C.

(*) see Huggins & Baker, Collect British Postal Stationery



Sheets were printed with guide lines, but cutting could be inaccurate!




Sellers of STO cards could significantly undercut official prices

1875: PO price for “stout” cards Lower prices from stationers for intermediate
8d per dozen (“thin” 7d per dozen) quality STO cards per dozen ...
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g POST ¢ D Post Cards ,

gl z 8d. as thas 6%d for 12

THE ADDRI d. per dozen, supplied by

E: TO BE ‘ N "/. _li' Mack) FULLFORD

B P ERON Park st. Bristol. Stafioner.

B 3 BACK =

1 July 1889: PO price reduced to 6d for 10 (= 7%d for 12)
STO stamping fee raised to 2s 6d per 1000



Printing paid adverts on the cards lowered prices “below face”
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BODTS & SHOES
FIT AND ALITY GUARANTEFE

8 & 10, RYE LANE, PECKHAM. ;;

Farthing Letter Co. Ltd. — %d per card
Printing in red, also known in blue

e Various firms tried this in the
late 1880s, with little success

* Important to source own card
and use STO to keep costs low!

Anglo-Colonial Letter Co. Ltd. — 3 cards for 1d
Pale pink ink to allow writing on top?

e Adverts greatly reduced the

already small writing space

* Used examples are rarely seen

so presumably not popular



STO cards pioneered a major commercial development

Postcard Automatic Supply Co. Ltd.

* Coin-operated postcard vending
machine invented in 1883 by one
Percival Everitt

* Introduced in London dispensing
postcards, envelopes, notepaper

* Soon became widespread feature Small logo of
POST CARD at railway stations, post offices company was
) S ¢ printed top left
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. L X . .
WY * The first modern coin-operated of postcards and

vending machines, principle soon envelopes sold

extended to many other products

* Again important to source own
card for STO to keep costs low!




Occasional later uses of ¥2d embossed die in vermilion on cards

il CARD.

(The address only to be written on this side.)
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EXAMINERS' MEETING.

The . . Meeting of the Examiners in

will be held at South Kensington Museum on

A 0 lork

New Y2d embossed dies made
in 1892, mainly for envelopes

Presumably needed for cards
already cut into singles

“Pendant curl” differs from
earlier 1872 and 1883 dies

Curl open

Curl closed
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[Images courtesy Alan Huggins]

31, Middlesex Street,
Aldgate.

March, 1896.
Madam,

In respectfully soliciting
your renewed orders for Pass-
over, I beg to attach herewith
a priced order form, and shall
be glad if you will fill in
your requirements and post as
soon as possible to enable me
to execute same with complete
satisfaction to youand myself.
The reputation of my house of
over 150 years is a guarantee
that the quality is- absol-
utely the very finest.

Thanking you in antieipation,
I am Madam,
Yours faithfully,
A. ABRAHAMS.

P.S.—Please note that I deliver Goods free to all parts of
London TWICE DAILY.

ABRAHAMS,

A.

Aldgate,

31, Middlesex Street,

LONDON, E.C.

SPECIAL. PASSOVER ORDER.

PLlease Deliver on 1890.
.eoo..lbs. Raw Sarr BEEF at 9d. perib.
......lbs. SpICED BEEF - s 10deZs,
...... lbs. SMOKED BEEF - , /- =
... ..1bs. Cookep SaLt BEEF ;; 1/- %
......lbs. PrEssED BEEF - s 1:8 o
veeendbs. WorsHT - = 5 1 5
...... lbs. GERMAN SAUSAGE o, 1/ .
ver...bs. PasTRY TFAT - 5 10d:
...... lbs. DRESSED SMKD, BEEF ,, 2/- -
" ......lbs. GALANTINE OF VEAL ,, 2/ #
...... 1bs. 53 CHICKEXN ,, 2/6 ¥4
...... 1bs. CooxkEp TONGUR » 2 5
3-PRESERVED ,, 5 9/-each
SMoKRED TONGUES , O/6
SALT 5 s 9B
PRESSED ,, s 08,
DRESSED s =

PIIREE ..., ... ormsoresmnsmsese oo R R O

Address

WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE

BE

ADDRESS ONLY TO

THE




Overseas rate STO card with standard 1d pink embossed die
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MEMORANDUM

g o et e
HENRY LEvy,

...................................................

Slze 90 X 140mm i

encervando conocimiento por vapor. ( Z XA /1 A2 K A /} QL

[Images courtesy Alan Huggins]

* Another special case usage, probably
also only done for this one client

e Stamp Office had no formes for
overseas cards either

e Stamped at postcard rate, but not in

proper format (no heading)

e Card listed by Robson Lowe (1952),

but sole example is recent rediscovery



Top right corner “block of 4” court size cards without "ADDRESS ONLY” line

The Secretary,

Army & Navy Co-operative Society, Limited,
105, Victoria Street,

LONDON, S.W.

Card in large format of PO thin cards
(size is only approximate, as cutting
accuracy variable with STO cards!)

Changes following

PO cards

PO stout cards issued
in squarer “court” size
(474" x 3%4") as from
21 January 1895

PO thin cards issued in
common international
size (574" x 3)4") from
1 November 1899

STO cards could now
use these sizes as well

“THE ADDRESS ONLY” line
removed from formes
1897 as UPU changes

relaxed the restriction



Green ink used from 1901 to match required UPU postcard colour

~<FFR 75 =
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.
Court size card (inaccurately cut with International size card (with early machine cancel
stamp and heading too close to top) from London “Boston” No.4 machine)

This followed the colour change of adhesive stamps in 1900
and was the final change to Queen Victoria cards



Any questions?
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